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perception by men of what is good for man.
It arises, not in one man's mind by a flash of
genius  or a   transport of ecstasy, but in  all
men's minds,  as the fruit of their necessary
intercourse and  united  labour for a common
object    When an infallible authority is set up,
the voice  of this natural  human   conscience
must be  hushed and schooled, and  made  to
speak   the   words   of a  formula.     Obedience
becomes   the whole   duty of man;   and   the
notion of right is attached to a lifeless code of
rules, instead of being the informing character
of a nation.    The natural consequence is that
it fades gradually out and ends by disappearing
altogether.      I   am   not   describing   a   purely
conjectural state of things, but an effect which
has actually been produced  at  various  times
and in considerable populations by the influence
of the Catholic Church.     It is true that we
cannot find an actually crucial  instance of a
pure morality taught as an infallible revelation,
and so in time ceasing to be morality for that
reason alone.     There  are two circumstances
which prevent this.    One is that the Catholic
priesthood   has   always  practically taught an
imperfect morality, and  that it is difficult to
distinguish  between   the   effects   of   precepts
which are wrong in themselves, and precepts
which are only wrong because of the manner
in which they are enforced.    The other circum-
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